Disability Inclusion through Mutual Learning Project

Meeting minute

Participants: Prochesta & DHRC-Staff members

Date: 06 June 2022.
Based on the needs and demands of the program, this meeting of the NOREC Round 3 project was held where the following issues were discussed with the participation of all NOREC and DHRC-Nepal staff members. The basic agenda of the meeting were: 

Agenda:

1. Staff recruitment;

2. Activity progress;
3. COVID updates; and
4. Cultural context of two countries.
Discussion and decision are as follows:

1. Staff recruitment: 
Currently, Jagadish Prasad Adhikari (Advisory role), Chanda Shrestha and Sashi Shrestha (Programmatic role) and Ramila Gauta M (finance management role) are engaging under NOREC Project. 
2. Activity progress
Prochesta has completed and also continuing the following activities:

a. PSA on radio;

b. Conducted mental health camp for 51 mental health patients with the presence of ex-member of the parliament, Bangladesh;

c. Conducting meeting with the disables;

d. Sharing disability issues among other staffs members;

e. Continue follow up of the disable students of the schools; 
f. Visit of Australian High Commission team including Second Secretary, Economic & Commercial Diplomacy on 01 March 2022 on disability activities; 

g. Meeting with youth forum members etc.  

Update from DHRC-Nepal
I. DHRC Nepal has been producing Apangata Awaz (Disability Voice) television Program and broadcasting from National Television named Nepal Television every Thursday 6:00 to 6:30 PM. The Ministry of Women Children and Senior Citizen and Local Government (Gokarneshwor Municipality) has been supporting for the program

II. DHRC Nepal has been producing weekly radio program Apangata Awaz (Disability Voice) and on air from “Kantioput FM”every Sunday at 7:30 to 8:00 AM
III. Letter of Attention was handover to Central Bureau of Statistics, demanding for conducting a separate census for person with disability for Segregate person with disabilities data.
IV. Participated in the advocacy meeting organized by Nepal Disabled Women Association for the betterment of IE at Education and Human Resource Development Centre. 

V. In Nepal local election held on 13 May, prior to election DHRC Nepal team participated and supported Federation of Women with Disability in conducting voter education in different dates and venues and taught persons with disabilities how to cast votes in a right way so that they can utilized their voting rights properly.

VI. Under NOREC Project, we visited schools and interacted with teachers and Principals on disability inclusion Inclusive Education. For the project round 3, as plan we are including 5 additional schools where we visited all those schools interacted with teachers and principals. We found that the school concerned people are not much aware of disability issues. However, teachers and principals were welcoming and are interested to work in collaboration with them. We are updating their data in out database.
3. COVID updates: 

a. Bangladesh update up to 05 June 2022:
Bangladesh registered 34 new Covid cases in 24 hours till Wednesday, 05 June 2022 taking the country's total caseload to 1,953,541 and recovered 1,903,878. The country's total fatalities remained unchanged at 29,131 as no death was reported during the period, according to the Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS), reports UNB. The daily test positivity rate increased to 0.63 per cent from Tuesday's 0.61 per cent as 5,353 samples were tested. The country on Tuesday saw 26 cases with zero death. The mortality rate remained unchanged at 1.49 per cent. The recovery rate rose to 97.42 per cent as 357 patients recovered during this period. In May, the country reported only four Covid-linked deaths and 816 new cases, while 7,356 patients recovered from the disease, according to the DGHS.

b.  Updates from Nepal up to 05 June 2022:
Life is getting normal in Nepal despite of few Corona Virus infected cases are still seen. The two weeks report (May 24 to June 6), there are 160 infected cases found. On the 6th of June, only 7 new cases have been diagnose in the COVID test of sample 3248 people, recovering cases is higher which is 8 in total and a good thing is there is no death case. In total, 109 cases are still active. In total 979K people were infected and 11952 died due to covid infection  
All the sectors such as Educational Institutions, Banks, Government and non-government, tourism are open and regulating as normal; still the use of mask is mandatory. Vaccination was given to 47.1 million people. 19.9M people were fully vaccinated which is 68.4% of total population

4. Cultural context of two countries:

In Bangladesh, this is the month of fruits like litchi, mango, jackfruit, peach, banana (year around but is maximum in this month) etc. It is called the money-month. Traditionally people goes to the guest house with the fruits and also invites the guests irrespective to Hindu, Muslims and other casts. At country level this is till prevailing. The combination is mango, jackfruit and milk. Parched rice and jackfruit is a special breakfast for the morning. It can be taken any time but morning is special for it. If anyone eats jackfruits up to one month then his/her health will gain weight and energy. This is highly nutritious.  

At town level the tradition is almost abandoned. It is replacing by imported fruits like apple, orange etc. We’re inviting all of you to enjoy the months in Bangladesh. At village level it is formalin free but while it is going to town then it is mixed up the preservatives, like formalin and other chemicals; that is threats for health.  

Nepal is the beautiful country rich in cultural and cultural heritage. There is at least one festival fall in every month. Newari community people celebrated a month long festival named Rato Machhendra Jatra.
Machhindranath is worshiped as a God of rain, who was brought from Assam of India after the valley suffered from the drought. It was started when Narendra Deva was the king (640-683 AD). Preparations for the festival begin with the construction of a 60-foot tall chariot at Pulchok at the western end of Lalitpur. The chariot is made out of cane, wood, and bamboo which is pulled through the old city of Patan and is stopped at many places during the duration of the festival, which typically lasts for a month. 
This festival concludes with a Bhoto Jatra Festival, where the Bhoto (cloth) is displayed in Jawalakhel by the head of the state of Nepal which took place on 5th June this year. This might be interesting for you to watch, here is YouTube link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYI462mzyBg
This news links also provide more detail information on Rato Machhendra Jatra. https://www.landnepal.com/details/1800.html
In the meeting we also shared about the current situation of both countries such as monsoon season, inflation, political situation and current election held in Nepal, Myanmar Refugee in Bangladesh, new project development and updates on USAID application from DHRC etc. 
Finally the meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks.
Minutes recorded by: Chanda Shrestha, Program Manager, DHRC Nepal and Md. Suruj Ali Sarkar, Director Program, Prochesta.
