Disability Inclusion through Mutual Learning Project

Meeting minute

Participants: Prochesta & DHRC-Staff members

Date: 12 April 2022.

Based on the needs and demands of the program, this meeting of the NOREC Round 3 project was held where the following issues were discussed with the participation of all NOREC and DHRC-Nepal staff members including Executive Director and Prochesta management staffs. The basic agenda of the meeting were: 

Agenda:

1. DHRC-Nepal staff recruitment;

2. Activity progress;

3. COVID updates; 

4. Financial report of Round-2; and
5. Cultural context of two countries:

Discussion and decision are as follows:

1. Staff recruitment: 

Currently, Jagadish Prasad Adhikari (Advisory role), Chanda Shrestha and Sashi Shrestha (Programmatic role) and Ramila Gautam (finance management role) are engaging under NOREC Project. This has been continuing without any further changes.

2. Activity progress
Prochesta has completed and also continuing the following activities:

a. Conducting meeting with the disables;

b. PSA on radio;

c. Continuation of sharing disability issues among other staffs members;

d. Continue follow up of the disable students of the schools;

e. COVID’19 progress and culture exchange are sharing with DHRC-Nepal; 

f. COVID’19 vaccination of the Self-help group members; and
g. Meeting with youth forum members etc.  

Update from DHRC-Nepal

I. DHRC Nepal is continue communicating with the school authority and visiting the students;

II. DHRC Nepal has been producing Apangata Awaz (Disability Voice) television Program and broadcasting from National Television named Nepal Television every Thursday 6:00 to 6:30 PM. The Ministry of Women Children and Senior Citizen and Local Government (Gokarneshwor Municipality) has been supporting for the program

III. DHRC Nepal has been producing weekly radio program Apangata Awaz (Disability Voice) and on air from “Kantioput FM”every Sunday at 7:30 to 8:00 AM

IV. Under NOREC Project, for the project round 3, as planned we are including five additional schools where we started visiting probable schools and interacting with teachers and principals. We found that the school concerned people are not much aware of disability issues. However, teachers and principals were welcoming and are interested to work in collaboration with them. We are updating their data in our database.

3. COVID updates: 

a. Bangladesh update up to 12 April 2022:

COVID-19 Bangladesh Update, 12 April, 2022 Press Release issued by Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS)
· New Covid-19 infection in 24 hrs : 22(Infection Rate at 0.38%)

· Total Covid-19 infection so far :19,52,131

· No of tests in last 24 hrs :5861

· Total sample test conducted so far :1,39,00,274

· New Death on 24 hrs :00

· Total Death so far :29,124

· Recovery in 24 hrs :375

· Total Recovery so far :18,89,605
· Press Release issued by Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) on last 24 hours (From 8a.m to 8a.m)

b.  Updates from Nepal up to 12 April 2022:
Data published in the MoHP Situation Report as of 10 April 2022 and same data published in EDCD Report as of 11 April 2022.
• Of the total RT-PCR confirmed COVID-19 cases, 98.7% (966,028) of cases have recovered, 0.1% (592) are active cases and 1.2% (11,951) are deaths.

• Among the total active cases, 95.9% (568) cases are in home isolation; 4.1% (24) of cases are undergoing hospital/institutional isolation. While 1.9% (11) of active cases require ICU admission, 9.1% (1) of the ICU admitted patients require ventilator support.

• None of the districts reported more than 500 active cases.

• Among the new RT-PCR confirmed cases (96) reported this week, 29.2% (28) are from Kathmandu district followed by Kaski (5) and Morang (5) districts (each district has 5.2%). Majority of the new cases 35.4% (34) have been reported from Kathmandu Valley (Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur), Bagmati Province.
Reference link: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/situation-update-104-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-who-country-office-nepal
https://bd.ambafrance.org/COVID-19-Bangladesh-Update-12-April-2022-3523
4. Financial Report of Round-2: 
Both the countries successfully completed Round-2 with the financial support of NOREC. DHRC-Nepal submitted financial report timely. There were some queries from coordinating partner Prochesta. Based on that queries DHRC-Nepal finance as well as program team explained the unclear matters. The decision is that Prochesta will prepare the combined expenditure report and send to NOREC. Notable that DHRC-Nepal had also submitted audit as well as program report of Round-2.  
5. Cultural context of two countries:
Both Nepal and Bangladesh celebrates ‘Pohela Boishakh’ the first day Bengali New Year with enthusiasm and festive mode in 14 April in each year. All the casts and community enjoys the day with some traditional norms. The day is a public holiday in both countries. In Bangladesh, government also provide special bonus for the employees. Some large size NGOs are also introducing bonus for the workforces.      
Finally the meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks.

Minutes recorded by: Chanda Shrestha, Program Manager, DHRC Nepal and Md. Suruj Ali Sarkar, Director Program, Prochesta.

