Provati Kumar won the disability

Provati Kumar was born in 1973 in a very poor family of Kanihati tea garden of Kamolganj police station which is in Moulvibazar district. Her father is a tea garden worker Doshroth Kumar and her mother is Bidda Kumar, a house wife. She faced many ups and downs in her life.
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Provati Facilitating Discussion meefing with the SHG on 'rimaEar Care’



Provati Kumar is the elder daughter among the five siblings. Needless to say, she was loved by her parents immensely. But unfortunately, she was affected by typhoid only at the age of three and got physically disabled. Because of poverty, her parents couldn’t provide her better treatment.  Nevertheless, at the age of seven, she got admitted to ‘Kanihati Primary School’ and after passing successfully she got admitted into higher secondary school at ‘Kanihati High School’. As she was growing people’s points of view was also begin to change. Infect her classmates used to ridicule her. After tolerating these Provati used to think, “is being disabled is a curse?”

After studying till class eight she couldn’t study more because of her hardship. Her parents began to think about her, whom she will get married to? After all this, at the age of 19, she got married to a miserably poor tea garden worker, ’Gonesh Kumar, of Hingajiya tea garden, Kulaura police station of same district.

Provati Kumar and Gonesh Kumar’s house enlightened with the birth of three healthy children. Her elder daughter is 25 years old and married after studying up to class 10; 2nd daughter is 19 years old, doing study in inter 1st year and younger son is 17 years old, doing study in class 10.  Even though Provati gave up on typhoid she never gave up on the reality of life. Disabled people are also a part of this society; they have also grown up in this very environment having the reality engraved in her heart Provati Kumar is going on well in her life.  

Under the PHRPBD project, Prochesta nominated her to participate in 28 days training session hosted by CDD, an organization that works for disabled people. At the beginning, her family wasn’t supportive of her Dhaka visit. Despite trying to convince them her husband was firmly adamant about not leaving the house. After giving some good pieces of advice from Prochesta she was allowed for the training. In the training she learned a lot about meaning of disability, its’ types, rights, gender, women and child protection, advantages of self-help group etc. Returning home, she identified some disabled people of her village and inspired to make a self-help group. Finally, with different types of disabled people they formed a self-help group. She highlighted the topics of training among the villagers and the self-help group and spread many important messages to them. There are 11 people in her self-help group. They conduct meetings very often and invite well-known people of her village to the meetings. They let the people know about disabled persons, their rights and entitlements etc. 
Village people used to mock them and called them many names before making the group but now by spreading the message about disabled persons, they get to know about the disability clearly so that they respect disabled persons.

Now she knows well about disabled person's rights and protection law 2013, So she communicates with many governments and non-government organizations by herself and with her group members and builds a very good relationship with the UP chairman and members. By the communication of Provati they include disabled persons in their activities.  With her active support disability allowance, elderly allowance, widow allowances etc. are given to disabled persons. The group assist, disabled children to get admission to the schools. They also have good communication with school teachers and do the follow-up very often. 
Now Provati grows vegetables at her home, sews Nokshi Katha (handicrafts), makes hand fan etc. thus she earns money and contributes to run the family. She is self-dependent and can provide education materials support to her children. She inspires others disabled to involve in income generation activities and be self reliant.

Provati thinks, all group members should receive training and be work-oriented. So that they can earn money, can help their families financially, and not dependent to anybody. May every disabled person get success like her. Provati said,”I am much better now. Till there are so many PWDs, they can’t do their daily chores on their own and dependent on their families. My dream is that one day all the disabled people in the group will have a role in their family’s economic enrolment”.                                          
