Confident Popy Begum

Popy Begum was born in East Protabi village of Kulaura sub-district under Moulvibazar district. Her father, Md. Montaz Ali, is a Madrasa teacher and mother is Toiyubunnesa Begum, a house wife. She is the 3rd child of her parents among the seven.  She was a brilliant student with many other good qualities, but she would never understand where her life will lead to next. When Popy Begum was in class 10th she felt slight headache that begins to rise with time. Then she consulted with a doctor and in 2004 she found that she has brain tumor and it is operated in Sylhet M.A.G Osmani Medical Collage Hospital. After that operation she loses one of her eye sight.  That could be ended like this but unfortunately not. She was having the same problem again and she had to do the operation again in 2006 in Dhaka (forgotten hospital name). Her tumor problem ended but she loose another eye sight. After losing both the eyesight she couldn’t continue her study. But she wanted to do something at her own and she had that confidence. 
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One day she came to know about Prochesta wants to work with the disables to ensure their rights and entitlements. After contacting, she was chosen to receive training for 10 days on ‘Leadership Development at the ‘Center for Disability in Development-CDD’ Savar, Dhaka. But there comes lot of questions and concern in her family members. They became worry; like, as blind how she will go there? She falls in any accident. After all this with the suggestion of Prochesta, the parent feels confident and allowed Popy Begum for the training. In the training she learns many things like, what is disability, types of disability etc. About their rights, gender, women and child protection, what is self-help group and why it is created, how to lead a group etc. Returning home, she identified interested disabled person to make them organized and finally succeeded to form a Self-help group named ‘Polash’. 
She discussed about the topics which was taught in the training to the group and the villagers, she also begins to spread some massages on disability rights to them. There are 10 members in the group who conduct many meetings. They invite the important peoples of their village and let the people know about the rights of disable person. Before making the group people used to mock the disables by calling them with other bad names but now-a-days they don’t do that. As they came to know about the disability and their rights from the message and do respect each other. 
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Now Popy can explain about Disable person’s right and ‘Person’s with Disability Rights and Protection Act 2013’. She can communicate with government and non-government organization by herself and with the team. She fulfills their needs and buildup a good linkage with the elected Union Parishad Chairman and the members. 

With the communication Popy involves herself and the group with the union’s development initiatives. With her assistance, communities get different allowances like; disability allowance, elderly allowance, widow allowances, education allowance, etc. are given to the disable persons. Because of the self-help group disable children are getting admitted to the schools. She also inspires disable women to work and try to engage them with income and be self reliant. 
Polash group has also savings initiatives. From the saving, members also took small loan and do some works like, bought rickshaw, cow, build up their houses, do treatment etc. With the savings they have made available a place to conduct group meeting.
Now Popy begum is the president of group as well as a member of an apex body of the Self-help group.  Popy thinks, “Judging based on overall success I am a successful woman so far, but still couldn’t be a successful as a disable person, because there are many disables who are not getting their rights properly. My dream will be fulfilled when I will see all the disable persons getting their proper rights and respect from their family as well as from the society”.
